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DISCUSSION
Dr Timothy F. Kresowik (Iowa City, Ia). Since lower ex-
tremity bypass procedures as well as amputations can be done
under either regional or general anesthesia, was type of anesthetic
a risk factor for stroke that you analyzed in the multivariate
analysis?
Dr David A. Axelrod. We did not analyze that; however we
do have that data, Dr Kresowik, and I think it will be certainly
worth analyzing it. Given the size of this dataset, I think we could
actually do a responsible subset analysis.
Dr Robert B. McLafferty (Springfield, Ill). After a stroke
occurs, there is usually an intense diagnostic workup to find out the
cause. You didn’t give us any data about whether these strokes
were from atrial fibrillation, extracranial carotid disease, or hemor-
rhage. Depending on this knowledge, we may be more apt to
perform more examinations with duplex scanning of the carotid
artery prior to these surgeries.
Dr Axelrod. I think that’s an important point. Unfortunately,
we were limited in that the NSQIP defined this as a composite end
point of all of those types of stroke and did not differentiate
between them. Further research should more carefully characterize
the cause and type of stroke, which might point us in the direction
of what type of preoperative and perioperative strategies to use.
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